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A  VARIETY  0?  IITT3P.SSTS  IS  TH5  SPIC5  OF  LIFE 


A  radio  talk  ky  Mary  Richinond,  Cluk  girl,  Saginaw  Countj^’,  Michigan, 
delivered  in  the  iTational  4-H  Cluh  radio  program,  National  Earm  and  Horae  Hour, 
of  Saturday,  October  7,  1933»  broadcast  by  a  network  of  5S  associate  I®C 
radio  stations. 

— ooOoo — 

4-H  Club  work  helps  to  increase  the  happiness  of  farm  boys  and  girls.  It 
gives  us  a  broader  and  more  understanding  view  of  life. 

The  study  of  our  daily  food  is  the  fundamental  factor  v/ith  which  we  may 
begin  our  training  for  life.  The  study  of  its  preparation  and  preservation  is 
very  interesting,  and  this  is  the  first  step  that  4-H  Club  girls  ta].':e  along  this 
line.  Roods  and  canning  judging  contests  further  emphasize  practical  food 
selection  and  preparation. 

In  the  clothing  judging  contests  in  order  to  judge  wisely,  a  girl  riiast 
have  an  understanding  of  the  -orinciples  of  color  and  design  and  know  vdien  they 
are  correctly  anplied,  selection  of  material  and  the  workmanship  in  the  garment. 

Her  interest  v;ill  no  doubt  carry  her  on  into  the  Home  Earnishing  and  Home 
Beautifying  projects.  In  these  she  learns  to  appreciate  and  love  beauty.  All 
this  requires  study  and  genuine  interest.  In  the  study  of  art  we  find  that  God  is 
the  most  wonderful  of  all  artists  and  that  He  displays  His  handiwork  through 
nature.  To  stand  on  a  grassy  knoll  in  autn.mn  and  see  in  the  distance  the  wonder¬ 
ful  slopes  of  the  mountain  is  indeed  inspiring.  The  beauty  of  the  scene  is 
wonderful  as  the  leaves  turn  to  red  and  gold  and  all  their  ga3^  colors.  It  is  when 
we  begin  to  see  beauty  in  the  common  things  of  life  that  v/e  become  more  hapuy. 

We  begin  our  study  of  Art  in  our  early  projects  and  learn  that  art  train¬ 
ing  helps  us  to  build  habits  of  clear  thiiiLcing.  It  stimulates  the  rowers  of 
self-expression  and  self-confidence.  We  learn  that  in  primitive  days  instinct 
rather  than  reason  guided  the  worker  as  he  attempted  to  satisfy  his  needs. 

Today  each  of  us  may  have  our  own  style  and  freedom  of  thought  as  we 
strive  to  express  ourselves  through  our  work.  It  is  quite  encouraging  to  learn 
that  the  ability  to  design  is  not  a  secret  that  nature  vouchsafed  to  genuis  alone, 
but  is  quite  as  much  a  matter  of  persistent  work  as  of  inheritance.  Tliis  is  a 
comforting  thought  especially  when  we  are  trying  to  malce  a  design  for  a  luncheon 
set  or  some  other  household  article. 

4-H  m.embers  have  an  op-oorkunit.}^  to  exhibit  their  produce  and  attend  fairs. 
Team  demonstration  of  practical  lessons  learned  is  fine  exjerience,  for  aside 
from  the  personal  value  to  the  girl,  she  is  being  of  service  to  others.  She  meets 
many  people  and  feels  highly  benefited  by  some  of  the  contacts  that  she  mal-es  in 
the  name  of  4-H  club  work. 
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If  a  girl  is  privileged  to  attend  the  National  4-H  cluh  congress,  she 
comes  in  contact  vath  many  people.  If  the  neinher  is  further  privileged  and  is 
selected  to  represent  her  state  at  the  ITational  Cluo  Caisp  in  Washington,  her 
interests  are  further  broadened.  TThen  she  returns  home  she  is  determined  to  be 
a  better  club  member  and  to  be  of  more  service  to  others.  She  begins  teaching  her 
club  the  songs  and  games  and  other  things  that  she  learned  in  cainp.  Slao  proved 
herself  to  be  a  real  leader  by  her  efforts,  Slie  becomes  interested  primarily  in 
helping  others  to  enjoy  their  projects  and  to  learn  more  from  them.  Slie  remands 
them  that  they  mast  work  and  study  in  order  to  accorrrplish  that  which  is  most 
worthwhile. 

In  reward  for  her  active  interest  in  4-H  club  leadership,  she  may  be  chosen 
to  represent  her  state  at  the  International  Leaders’  Training  School  at  Spring- 
field,  Massachusetts,  There  she  meets  boys  and  girls  from  ma:ay  states  and 
provinces  of  Canada.  She  becomes  intim.ately  acquainted  with  them  in  the  two  weeks 
they  are  together,  studying  leadership  in  work  and  play. 

The  Eastern  States  Exposition  grounds  is  the  home  of  the  training  school. 
The  exposition  date  is  included  in  their  stay  and  adds  much  to  her  experiences 
and  interests. 

Ho  doubt  if  a  girl  has  su-Ch  varied  experiences  in  club  work,  she  will  be 
successful  in  her  under  tailings.  4-H  club  work  teaches  us  to  make  the  most  of  our 
opoortunities.  It  gives  us  a  desire  to  have  a  real  hom.e  for  ourselves  in  the 
future . 


